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against the "Democracies," the "warmongers and war profiteers/' the
promoters of "encirclement," that his thunderbolts were directed, ine
reserve that he observed with regard to Russia was evidently not due
to chance. It was due to the influence of Herr von Ribbentrop wno
still has hopes of winning over the Russians, or at any rate of seeing
them remain outside the block constituted under the aegis of France
and England.

These considerations, which bear out information I have already
communicated to Your Excellency, seem clearly to reflect certain
designs of Herr von Ribbentrop and the National-Socialist Government
with regard to Poland and Russia. One could imagine perhaps that the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Reich is himself the originator of
these "confidences." Yet it is difficult to conceive how it would be
to his interest to spread news which would incite the Western Powers to
speed up the negotiations whose conclusion seems to be so much feared
in Berlin. On the other hand, Your Excellency is aware that similar
information reached me from Field-Marshal Goering as well as Iron:

other sources.

The manoeuvre which the advocates of collaboration with Moscow
hope to bring off, evidently consists of a repetition to the detriment of
Poland and with the aid of Russia, of the device already employed so

successfully against Czechoslovakia.

COULONDRE.
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M. DE LA TOURNELLE, French Consul in Danzig,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Danzig, June 14,  1939.

SINCE June 10, the date of the departure of the President of the
Senate, who will be away about eight weeks, the situation has
perceptibly deteriorated.

An anti-Polish campaign of unheard-of violence and vulgarity
is being carried on by the two daily papers, who charge the Polish
Customs officials with the most unlikely offences. The reduction of
their number, which is not limited by any agreement, is also demanded.
It would seem that these officials exercise an effective control and have
been taking steps to prevent the smuggling in of firearms, especially
since the March crisis. The Press wishes perhaps to point out to the
large numbers of visitors who have come from the Reich for the
Cultural Congress and the exercises of the S.A., how intolerable life is
for the German population of the Free City. A state of great excite-
ment has been noted amongst the local militia.

Business circles, however, seem to think that, as a result of Polish
concessions, tension will diminish in the course of the next few weeks.
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